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English Constitution, the authority vested in the
Federal Parliament is exercised by the federal
executive.   This  circumstance   has  naturallv
./
tended seriously to affect the position of the
states.   In Australia, as in other federations^
the Senate represents the states and the House
represents the nation.   The executive authority
of the federation is vested in a Cabinet, which
in all countries where responsible government
prevails becomes entirely dependent on the
Lower House.   The result is that the institu-
tional representation of the states in a Senate,
which is merely a second chamber, and not,
like the Senate of the United States, a partici-
pant in executive authority, becomes altogether
ineffective.  The Federal Government does not
represent  the  states  as  it   did  in  Imperial
Germany, or as it does in the United States,
but within its sphere it is a body placed above
and beyond the states, drawing its authority
from the democracy of the Commonwealth.
Numerous constitutional devices  have been
employed to give the Senate a measure of real
authority.   The scheme of retirement by rota-
tion, the longer term for which the members of
the Senate are elected, its immunity from disso-
lution, etc., are methods by which it was hoped